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ABSTRACT

This study on the biology dfeptocorisa oratorius was carried out in the laboratory so as to undedstand
chronicle the life-cycle of this notorious inse@sp The number of days between each stage fobaticun and nymphal
development through to adults was recorded. Eaafestvas photographed in order to present a pitteimonstration of
the different life stages. It was observed thatittoeibation period had a range of 3 to 5 days. &hegre five nymphal
stages where the insects molted between each Sthgenumber of days for each molt was recorded wthensame
number of exo-skeleton as the number of survivigphs present in each culture was observed. Thébauof days
ranged from3—4,2—-3,2 -4, 2 -5 and 7 82" 39 4" and %' nymphal instars, respectively. The shortest period
was observed for the"2instar (2 to 3 days), while the longest period wesorded for the " instar (7 to 8 days).
The £ 39 and 4" instars had an average range of about 3 daysafiir imstar. As such, the total nymphal development
period ranged from 16 to 22 days with an averagE9a? + 2.28 days. Consequently, the total devetogad period from
egg to adult ranged from 19 — 27 days with an geerange of 23.2 + 2.86 days. Images presenteeaithn growth stage
showed eggs were laid singly, in clusters or imadr fashion, with the latter being the most comp®specially under
field conditions. The nymphs had green body witlstanding long black legs. Their antennae were braith visible
white bands. The®| 2" and & instar nymphs, especially thé' instar, appear similar to ant-like creatures. \Mpagls,
although not very visible to the naked eye, appkarethe % instar nymphs. This became more visible at thedd %'
instars but remained under developed. Well develapiegs appeared after the final molt from ti&iBstar nymph into
adults. The adults were brownish-green in colorhwihore brown on the dorsal side, especially the gain
The ventro-lateral dark dots on the abdomen beodasilele at this stage, which is a key morphologitedture for this
species as described earlier. Both the nymphs ahdtsawere slender but the adults were slender ranmist.
The demonstration of all the staged obratorius development should make this notorious pest eafe tidentified and
this knowledge can allow for timely and effectivamagement, thus a reduction in the qualitative quahtitative losses

on the yield of rice.
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